
Adverse Weather Conditions 

Risk Assessment 

 

Delivery site(s): Baggeridge Country Park. DY3 4HB & Jubilee Meadows (JM), Trysull Road. WV5 8DQ 

 
Identified Risk 

Site Specific 

Implications Risk Before Action 

Taken 

Action Required Risk After Action Taken 

Staff Community Learner Animal High Medium Low High Medium Low 

SNOW / ICE  

Storage / carrying of salt/grit 

Gritting 

       • Rangers at 

Baggeridge Country 

Park are responsible 

for the gritting of the 

public park.  

• The pathway to the 

BSTS cabin is the 

responsibility of the 

provision delivery 

team, who must 

ensure pathways are 

gritted ahead of CYP 

arriving onsite – grit is 

available outside the 

Rangers office. 

• The provision staff 

delivering at JM are 

responsible for 

ensuring that the 

path from drop off 

point to the 

classroom is suitable 

gritted or safe to use, 

ahead of provision. 

Non-toxic gritting 

measures are in 

place due to risk of 

toxicity to other 

animals onsite.  

   

SNOW / ICE  

Slips, trips, falls due to snow / ice  

Poor visibility  

       • Adverse Weather 

Conditions Consent 

Form to be issued, 

   



Equipment hazards (put away) 

Compacted snow/ice 

signed and returned 

by parent/carer of 

learners in 

attendance at 

provision. 

• Lead facilitators to 

assess weather 

conditions and 

decide whether or 

not it is safe for 

provision to run. 

• Communication with 

parents/carers 

ahead of provision to 

advise re any 

planned closure or 

providing 

appropriate clothing 

and footwear for 

CYP, along with 

information about 

the safest route to 

walk when onsite to 

reduce the risk of 

slips/falls. Advising 

parents/carers to 

travel to provision 

only if they feel it is 

safe to do so. 

• Provision staff to 

maintain 

communication with 

parents/carers during 

adverse weather, to 

communicate any 

changes to delivery 

hours (if weather 

conditions worsen). 

• Snow/ice should not 

be brushed- this 

could create black 

ice. 



• Areas that cannot be 

cleared, or that are 

not essential for the 

running of provision, 

will be avoided by 

staff and learners. 

• Staff / volunteers / 

children / visitors to 

be vigilant about 

snow / ice. 

• Consider staying 

inside to reduce the 

risk to staff and 

learners.   

• AP Lead facilitator 

and provision 

delivery team to 

make the call to go 

out or not during 

provision hours. 

• Snow/ice can melt 

mid-morning on our 

delivery sites, usually 

cleared by late 

morning/lunchtime 

onwards.  

• Regular checks 

throughout the day. 

• Staff to instruct 

learners about 

snow/ice and how to 

conduct themselves 

for theirs and other’s 

safety. 

SNOW / ICE  

Farm Animals 

       Animal caretakers must 

ensure that they: 

• Provide feed and 

water regularly. 

• Keep any drinking 

water troughs free of 

ice for animals kept 

outside. 

   



• Take water to 

animals regularly if 

any pipes or other 

water supplies are 

blocked 

• Ensure access to 

shelter for animals 

from the conditions. 

(HIGH) WINDS  

Injury to children/adults By 

objects being blown into them 

       • Consider staying 

inside & cancel 

outdoor activities. 

• Fasten coats to 

prevent being blown 

over.  

• Lead facilitator and 

provision team to 

make the decision 

whether or not it is 

safe to go outside 

during the day. 

   

(VERY HIGH) WINDS        • Preventative checks 

by Provision Lead 

ahead of provision 

delivery to ensure 

delivery site is safe. 

• Rangers at 

Baggeridge Country 

Park to decide if the 

site will remain open 

due to risk of falling 

trees & 

communicate 

decision to provision 

staff. 

• Provision staff to 

communicate early 

cancellation/closure 

to parents/carers as 

soon as possible. 

• JM – learners not 

allowed into animal 

areas if winds are 

   



high and the resulting 

changes to animal 

behaviour or site 

safety have 

increased risk. 

(HIGH/VERY HIGH) WINDS 

Farm Animals 

       • Animal Caretakers to 

ensure all stables, 

shelters and loose 

hanging equipment 

(hay stalls, nets, feed 

buckets) are as 

secure as possible. 

• Checks throughout 

the day to ensure all 

buildings are securely 

fixed, with ongoing 

repair and 

maintenance taking 

place as and when 

necessary. 

   

LIGHTNING  

Direct strike 

       • Stay indoors during 

lightning storms. 

   

FLOODING        • Learners to stay 

indoors if flash 

flooding has created 

an unsafe 

environment on site. 

• JM – if field is 

flooded, learners are 

prohibited from 

entering the field 

during provision due 

to the risk of slips/falls. 

   

HEAT  

Hot weather and Extreme heat 

 
If sensible precautions are taken, children 

are unlikely to be seriously affected by 

hot conditions, but staff should look out 

for signs of heat stress, heat exhaustion 

and heatstroke.  

 

Symptoms of heat stress:  

       • Provision staff to 

message families with 

reminders about 

water bottles, sun 

hats, suitable 

clothing/shoes and 

sunscreen with high 

sun protection 

   



● Children may seem out of character or 

show signs of discomfort and irritability 

(including those listed below for heat 

exhaustion).  

These signs will worsen with physical 

activity.  

 

Symptoms of heat exhaustion may 

include:  

● tiredness  

● dizziness  

● headache  

● nausea  

● vomiting  

● excessive sweating and pale, clammy 

skin  

 

To cool a child suffering from heat 

exhaustion:  

● move the child to a cool area and 

encourage them to drink cool water. 

● cool the child as rapidly as possible, for 

example, by spraying the child with cool 

water and placing cold packs around 

the neck and armpits and assist cooling 

with a fan. 

  

If you are concerned about symptoms, or 

they are worsening, seek medical advice 

by contacting NHS 111. 

factors to protect 

skin. 

• Consider a reduction 

of time outside. 

• Minimise running 

around. 

• Minimise time in 

direct sun. 

• Provide and 

encourage children 

to drink more water 

than usual in hot 

weather. 

• Keep out of the 

direct sun at the 

hottest time of the 

day, between 11am 

and 3pm. 

• No vigorous activity. 

HEAT/HOT WEATHER 

Farm Animals 

       • Animal Caretakers to 

ensure plenty of 

access to water 

throughout the 

day/night. 

• Look for signs of heat 

exhaustion in animals 

and respond in 

accordance with vet 

recommended 

treatment/care. 
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